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INTRODUCTION

THE BAND SAW MAKES CURVED CUTS AND WORKS WELL WITH ODD MATERIALS.

BLADE GUARD 
HEIGHT ADJUSTER
(on back)

BLADE 
GUIDE 

LOCK
BLADE GUIDE

FENCE

BRAKE

     ALLOWED MATERIALS
 + Wood
 + Most plastics

     BANNED MATERIALS
 + Metal
 + PVC
 + Carbon fiber and composites

     SEE SHOP STAFF FIRST
 + All other materials

MATERIALS

BLADE GUARD

STOP & 
START 

BUTTONS

BLADE GUARD LOCK
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PROTECT YOUR EYES 
FROM FLYING CHIPS 
AND DUST.

AVOID LOOSE CLOTHING 
AND OTHER ITEMS  
THAT COULD BE CAUGHT  
IN ROTATING PARTS.

KEEP IT SAFE

TAKE PROPER SAFETY PRECAUTIONS WHEN OPERATING THE BAND SAW.

Always 
wear safety 
glasses.

KEEP FINGERS AWAY 
FROM THE BLADE AT  
ALL TIMES.

Use a pushstick when 
your fingers are within 
4" of the blade.
Lower the blade 
guard 1/4” above the 
workpiece.

Always wear short 
sleeves, or rolled 
sleeves, pull back 
and tuck in long hair, 
remove jewelry and 
lanyards, etc.
Do not wear gloves.
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THE BAND SAW MAKES DIFFERENT CUTS USING DIFFERENT BLADES.

MAKING STRAIGHT CUTS
Every band saw has some amount of drift. While cutting 
straight with the blade, it will pull to one side or the 
other.

 + Adjust the angle of your work to make a straight cut.
 + Using the fence can help to make a straight cut.

MAKING CURVED CUTS
Blades have a minimum cut radius depending on the 
width of the blade.
Forcing a blade to make too tight of a radius will 
result in friction that heats the work and blade, 
causing damage to both.
Make relief cuts to create a small radius.
When making relief cuts you must stop the blade 
completely before backing it out.

BLADE SELECTION
Blades with more teeth per inch will cut more slowly than a blade with fewer teeth, but will make a 
nicer cut. Blades that are wider will cut a straighter line, but can’t cut small circles. The saw is usually 
equipped with a general purpose blade. The material needs to be thicker than three teeth of the band 
saw blade being used. 
There are a variety of blades available; see Shop Staff for assistance.

ADJUSTING THE BLADE GUARD & GUIDES
The blade guard helps to prevent contact with the exposed blade. 
Use it every time.
1. Loosen the lock knob.
2. Turn the handwheel to raise or lower the guard and guides.

 ̀ The blade guide should be 1/4" above the material being cut.
3. Snug the lock knob.

1
2

 ̀  
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AREA AND MACHINE PREPARATION
1. Clean and clear the table.
2. Make sure there is sufficient room around 

the saw for your workpiece.
3. Turn on the dust collection. 
4. Have a push stick ready and within easy 

reach.
5. Adjust the blade guard height.

 ̀ The height of the blade guide should be 
about ¼” above your material.

 ̀ The blade guard covers the blade and 
helps reduce the chance of injury.

MAKING THE CUT
1. Turn on the blade and wait for the saw to 

come up to speed.
2. Slowly push the material into the blade.

 ̀ Experience will help determine the 
correct speed for the material, thickness, 
blade type and other variables.

3. Keep at least one hand on the material; 
if blade is under strain, release forward 
pressure. 

4. Stay in control of the material until it is 
past the back of the blade.

5. Turn off the blade, and use the brake to 
stop it.

CLEANUP
1. Double check that the blade is not moving.
2. Lower the blade guard all the way down.
3. Brush off the table and clean up the area. 
4. Put scraps in the trash and reusable pieces in 

the storage bin in the wood shop.  

HANDS ON

HOW TO USE THE BAND SAW.

DO NOT CLEAN OFF THE TABLE WITH YOUR 
HAND WHILE THE BLADE IS MOVING.

ALWAYS USE THE BRAKE TO STOP THE BLADE.

ADJUST THE BLADE GUARD BEFORE EVERY CUT.


