
How to Install Windows 10 

 

Windows 10 is one of the most used operating systems in the world. It is the business standard. 
A lot of business and daily operations revolve around computers running Windows. 

 

Knowing how to reinstall windows 10 will save you a lot of time and money. People will 
reinstall windows for a variety of reasons. Reinstalling windows 10 can help clean up random 
computer bugs you have encountered and increase system performance. 

 

One of the most important steps of the Windows 10 installation is make sure you are installing 
the right version. There are different versions of windows that have different features and 
settings. I will be going over the most basic version, which is Windows 10 home for a 64-bit 
based system. This is going to be one of the most common settings for installation. 

 

Step 1 - Installing Media Creation 

 

First you want to make sure you have a flash drive of at least 8 GB of space. You will need this 
later for the installation. After you have your USB, we can then go to the Microsoft support page 
to install the media creation tool (https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-
download/windows10). Look at (figure 1) for the download. 

 



 

(Figure 1) 

 

From there, you want to scroll down around to “Create Windows 10 installation media”. And 
click the blue button that says, “download tool now”. From there the download will start. (figure 
1 depending on which web browser you are using, things might not look exact, for the purpose of 
this example I am using google chrome in (Figure 2). 

 

 

(Figure 2) 

After the download is complete you can then open the file and be prompt with letting windows 
media creation tool make changes to the system. You want to allow this, and the program will 
launch shortly after.  

 

 

 



Step 2 - Windows 10 Setup 

Windows creation tool should now be opened. You will have to accept the terms and agreements 
to use the program. After looking through that you will be prompt with a screen that says, 
“Getting things ready” look at (figure 3). 

 

(Figure 3 – Using the Windows creation tool will ensure that you will be updated to one of 
the most current versions of Windows during the installation. At the time of this the most 

current Windows version is) 

You will then be prompt with an option to either upgrade your current computer to Windows 10. 
Or install a fresh install on a USB. For the project, we will be selecting the second option, 
“Create installation media” (figure 4). 



 

(figure 4) 

 

After selecting and clicking next you will then be prompt with selecting the edition of Windows. 
By default, it is going to give you what your current system recommends. But you will want to 
check the model of your system and see which version you need. You will want to investigate 
your individual system specs. This will be based on the processor of the system. This will 
determine if you need the 32-bit or 64-bit version of windows. For this example, we will be 
using the most common version of Windows, which is the 64-bit version and the English version 
shown in (figure 5). 



 

(figure 5) 

You can change these settings based on your preferences just make sure you have the correct 
architecture. When you are done click the “next” button on the bottom right. You will then be 
asked if you want to install windows to USB or to a DVD. Since the age of DVDs are becoming 
less common, we will be using the USB flash drive method shown in (figure 6). Then click next 
and get ready to enter your flash drive. 



 

(figure 6) 

You will want to make sure your flash drive is empty because the creation tool will wipe 
everything and just install Windows. This is crucial for the installation to only have windows on 
the flash drive.  

 

Once you have installed your flash drive, you can then select it in the menu. Windows will then 
begin to install on your flash drive. This process will take a little bit of time and will be based on 
internet speed and system performance. 

 

Step 3 – Installing Windows 10 

 

Finally, once you have Windows 10 installed on your flash drive, we can then install it to the 
computer. You will want to boot into the flash drive to start the windows 10 installation. 



 

You will usually have to boot into the boot order of the computer. You can do this by hitting the 
boot order key as soon as the computer starts. It will be varied based on the manufacturer of the 
computer. But for this purpose, my boot menu is “F11”. Hit this key as soon as the computer 
starts. Then you will be prompt with a boot order menu. You will then want to select “UFEI” 
followed by the name of your flash drive, with the keyboard and hit enter shown in (figure 7). 

 

(figure 7- This will be different based on which company manufactured your computer. 
For example, for dell the boot order key is F11 and on Lenovo it is on Enter) 

You will then then load into the windows 10 setup screen. Select next then click “install now”. 
Then you want to select “I do not have a product key”. You can sign into your Microsoft account 
later to verify your version of windows. Then you will have multiple versions of windows you 
can choose to install. It is important to make sure you are reinstalling the version you have a 
license for. For this project, I will be installing “Windows 10 Home”. 

 

After selecting the version of Windows, you want to install you will be prompt with which 
installation do you want menu. I will be doing a clean install of Windows so I will be selecting 
“Custom: Install windows only” then select next. 

 



You will then see all your storage devices in your system. If you have multiple you can select a 
specific one to install Windows on. Since I am doing a fresh install, I want to make sure all the 
drives are clear. So, I will select each drive and click the “delete” button shown in (figure 8). 

 

(figure 8- Make sure you are partitioning the correct drive if you have data you want to 
keep for the machine. For this walkthrough, we are doing a “fresh” install of Windows 10, 

so no prior data is needed, and we can wipe each partition.) 

This will make the hard drives ready to have Windows installed on them. Once you have 
selected empty drive you can then click next to start the installation of Windows 10! After the 
installation, your computer then will boot into Windows and prompt you with setting 
preferences. 

 

Step 4 – Conclusion 

 In this project we learned how to install the Windows 10 creation tools to help with the 
process of installing Windows 10. We then used the creation tool to then download a bootable 
version of windows 10 64-bit on a flash drive. The creation tool helped determine the 
architecture and version of Windows we needed for the install. As well as making sure we have 



the most current version. We then booted into the flash drive from a computer to begin the 
Windows 10 install. We then looked at the storage devices on the system and cleared them, so 
we had a fresh install. From there we finalized and installed Windows 10. It is important to 
understand how to install windows 10 because it can save you time and money. Specially with 
computers becoming more popular than ever, it helps to know how to fix some things on your 
own. This is the most common repair and can be caused for a variety of reasons such as hard 
drive failure, unexpected power loss, and bugs. If you need more information visit Microsoft’s 
official post on how to install a clean version of windows 10 (https://www.microsoft.com/en-
us/software-download/windows10startfresh). 


