
George Lucas 

The man who changed America 
 

“Try not. Do or do not, there is no try.” While this is a famous quote by Yoda, who 

was the man behind the magic? The man who did instead of trying? Who gave away his 

family, his time, and even his wife in order to affect our lives and become a modern 

hero? George Lucas, of course. He was a hero because but mainly because he pushed 

the addition of music in movies, created Star Wars, and influenced the special effects 

industry through the likes of Indiana Jones and Jurassic Park.  

Firstly, George affected the addition of music in movies. If you have ever seen it, 

American Graffiti (directed by George Lucas) had a lot of music. It featured Bill Haley 

and his comets, Buddy Holly, the Beach Boys, Fats Domino, and Buddy Freeman, all of 

which were incredibly famous when the movie was released in ‘67. “The sound and 

music make 50% of the movie,” said George. His choices determined that movies 

should have a lot of music, and his statements about it set the lines for directors and 

what they should do. 

Also, speaking of successful, George Lucas created Star Wars. In a news article 

by CNN, the reporter said that “Star Wars changed the culture of America.” It spawned 

a new generation of movies and a fandom that lasted more than 50 years, and is still 

going. Lucas came up with the idea, and then it lingered for about 2 years in his head. 

He was driven by a belief that it was his destiny to make it, and so he did. It featured 



skilled actors like Harrison Ford. And, most importantly, the way the special effects were 

made in Star Wars changed the way they were used in movies forever. 

Lastly, he contributed to the special effects in Indiana Jones and Jurassic Park. 

In Indiana Jones, Industrial Lights and Magic (which was owned and by George Lucas 

at the time) received an Academy Award for their work in the special effects 

department. This is because in order to finish the movies that ILM made, the team 

pioneered a new type of now commonly seen special effect: computer-generated 

animation, or CGI. They worked with this field mainly in Jurassic Park. Their work 

inspired a new profession, and moviemakers everywhere. The cinema will never be the 

same. 

So, when you think about it, George Lucas really is a hero because he influenced 

the addition of sound effects and music in movies, created Star Wars, and pioneered 

the world of CGI. So remember, when you see Skywalker on the big screen, just say to 

yourself, George Lucas started it all.  


