The Zippo
Alarm

What is it?

How to use

Inside the main body of the
lighter is an infrared sender
and receiver. This can detect
when an object passes in front
of it. Also a piezo speaker inside
to act as an alert.

Changing the batteries:

Inside the lid are the batteries,
a power switch and the mode
select button.
The different modes include
various detection settings as
well as choosing between loud
and silent alarms.
On

Off

A versatile infrared
detector housed in a
sturdy pocket sized case

Mode
button

The device runs on 3 x 1.5v button
cells, AG13 is the largest size
which will fit in the space. These
last the longest but unfortunately
mean that the lid can't close :s
Make sure the power switch is off
Undo the small screw in the lid
●Remove the small board, being
careful of the wires
●Remove any old batteries and insert
3 new ones. The +ive (flat side) of
the cells should be touching the
contact at the end where the wires
are.
●Replace the board and retighten
the screw.
●
●

Any size of button cell can be used,
larger ones will last longer.
Always use 3 cells no more or less,
Don't mix different battery sizes.

How does it work?

Troubleshooting

Troubleshooting

The device sends out a modulated
infrared signal, it is modulated so
other sources don't interfere.

I've spent a long time trying to make
sure this thing will last but if
anything goes wrong here are some
simple fixes:

●

The detector then senses any of the
signal that is reflected back to it.
So any object that passes close
enough to the sensor will reflect
the signal back and trip the alarm.
The range can be up to 15cm+ in
good conditions (not too bright) and
with full battery charge.
As the batteries run out the range
will fall to < 5cm and then the
device will stop operating.
The batteries will last longer when
using either of the 'reverse' modes.

Nothing happens when I press the
mode button
- The batteries may be dead, or the
wrong way round
- The batteries may be short
circuiting, check that none of the
insulation has rubbed off the inside
of the lid or the battery board.
●

I can select a mode but the sensor
won't work.
- Use test mode and place your hand
right over the sensor to check that
is definitely your problem.
- The IR LED may be loose press
down on it to see if that works.
- The wires between lid and body may
be damaged, check there are no
breaks.

Important: The batteries must
be placed in the right way
round or else you may damage
the chip.
If, after a battery change, the
device is unresponsive or
heating up immediately turn
off and check the batteries!

The sensor seems to be setting
itself off, when there's nothing
near it
- If placed on a flat surface the
sensor may pick up reflections of
the surface, try propping up the
sensor or laying it on a less
reflective surface
- In some conditions the device may
set itself off anyway, use the
adaptor provided to stop this ( if you

Battery
contacts can
be bent /
adjusted to fit
different sizes
of button cell)

Positive
(flat side
of battery )

goes here

Troubleshooting
I set the device up in guard
mode but after a while it sets
itself off.
- as the batteries drain the
range will fall, try placing the
sensor a lot closer.
- If the sensor is already close
then you may need to put in new
batteries to run the device
properly.
●

loose it, it's just a length of pen with foil
inside ) place the adaptor over the

IR
Led, this will stop it auto tripping,
but may reduce range.

●

I set up the device and get a
confirmation, but later when
someone goes past, the alarm
doesn't trip
- Try changing the batteries, there
may be just enough charge to set up
the device but after running for a
few seconds it dies.
●

If there are any problems feel
free to e-mail me. I wouldn't
recommend trying to dismantle
the main body, so if you think
there may be a problem in there
feel free to post it back to me &
I'll take a look.
Have fun,
Tom

Mode select
guide

Modes

How to use
Mode Select:
Turn device on
Press mode button required
number of times (i.e press 3 times
for mode 3)
●Wait for confirmation, for mode 3
this would be 3 beeps / flashes.
●
●

If you can't get it to select the
right mode you may be pressing the
button too fast.
●Switch the device off wait 3
seconds turn on and try again.
●

On

3. test
●Select mode 3. and wait for
confirmation (3 beeps)
●Whenever something is in front of
the sensor it will beep
continuously until whatever is
blocking it is moved.
What can you do with it?
This mode is good for testing the
range and response of the sensor.
The sensor can vary depending on
how light it is and what sort of
surface it is placed on
Sometimes when placed on it's side
the device will set itself off.
If this happens place the sensor
sheath over the clear LED. (this may
limit the sensor's range)

What can you do with it?
With this mode you can alarm a
doorway or window, or anywhere
else someone may walk past it.
It is used to instantly alert you to
any intrusion so you must be within
earshot when using this mode.

Off

How to select the
different modes and some
fun things you can do with
each of them.

1. Standard detect
●Select mode 1. and wait for
confirmation (single beep)
●You now have 9 seconds to place
the device.
nd
●After 9 seconds you get a 2
confirmation
●Now when something activates the
sensor an alarm will go off and
keep going until the device is
turned off.

Mode
button

2. Silent detect
●Select mode 2. and wait for
confirmation (double flash, no
sound)
●You now have 9 seconds to place
the device.
nd
●After 9 seconds you get a 2
confirmation
●When the sensor is activated the
device will wait 60 seconds then
activate a slowly pulsing light to
indicate it has been tripped.
What can you do with it?
With this mode you can alarm a
doorway or window, or anywhere
else someone may walk past it.
This mode can be used if you want
to know if someone has been in a
room while you are out. Set it up
and leave a room. When you come
back you will have 60 seconds to
see if the device was tripped
while you were out.
(after 60 seconds the light will be pulsing
anyway because you tripped it yourself
when you came back in! )

4. doorbell
●Select mode 4. and wait for
confirmation (4 beeps)
●Whenever something is in front of
the sensor it will make a 'Ding Dong'
Type noise.
What can you do with it?
You can place this in a doorway to
inform you when someone is coming.
It is different to the standard
detect because once someone has
passed it will become quiet again, it
is also not an annoying noise like
the standard alert.

5. Reverse detect
●Select mode 5. and wait for
confirmation (5 beeps)
●You now have 9 seconds to place
the device. Make sure something is
blocking the sensor before the 9
seconds are up
nd
●After 9 seconds you get a 2
confirmation
●When the sensor is cleared the
device will sound an alert
continuously until the device is
turned off.
What can you do with it?
With this mode you can guard
something. Set up the device in
front of something precious. When
someone tries to steal it, an alert
will go off.
Alarm a cupboard, Set it up and
close the door.
Alarm it's self, set up the lighter
and close the lid

6. Reverse silent
●Select mode 6. and wait for
confirmation (6 flashes)
●You now have 9 seconds to
place the device. Make sure
something is blocking the
sensor before the 9 seconds
are up
nd
●After 9 seconds you get a 2
confirmation
●When the sensor is cleared the
device will wait 60 seconds
then activate a slowly pulsing
light to indicate it has been
tripped.
What can you do with it?
This is a combination of the
reverse mode and silent mode.

