
Instagram	Editing	Cheat	Sheet	
	
Icons	 What?	 Why?	

	

Filters	 To	make	the	photo	look	more	
intense.	Many	different	filters	can	
be	used	to	to	intensify	shadows,	
brighten	highlights,	change	to	
black	and	white,	make	more	
vintage	etc.		

	

Lux	 Used	for	photos	that	are	
underexposed	or	lack	contrast.	
Lux	balances	the	exposure	and	
provides	needed	brightness.		



	

Tools	 Adjust:	to	make	sure	the	photo	is	
straight	and	aligned	
Brightness:	lighten/darken	picture		
Contrast:	Make	bright	areas	
bright	and	dark	areas	darker	
Structure:	combination	of	
sharpen	and	contrast,	gives	photo	
depth	

	

Tools	 Warmth:	shift	colors	of	photo	to	
warmer	or	cooler	tones	
Saturation:	Increase	or	decrease	
the	color	intensity	of	image		
Color:	intensifies	certain	colors	
that	are	already	in	the	photo		
Fade:	makes	the	photo	less	sharp	
and	less	defined	
	

	

Tools	 Highlights:	Highlights	and	defines	
shapes	
Shadows:	Darken/lighten	
shadows	
Vignette:	Makes	corners	of	photo	
very	dark	
Tilt	shift:	Blur	certain	parts	of	the	
photo	



	


